
OPPOSE LOCATION
OF POWER PLANT

Members of Fine Arts Commission
Say Building Would

Be "Disagreeable Object."

DISAPPROVAL OF THE SITE
ALREADY VOICED BY BODY

Proposed Plan for Its Erection at
14th and Water Streets Considered

Too Near Potomac Park.

Decided opposition to the erection of
the central power plant at 14th and
"Water streets, on the hanks of the.
river, near one of the main entrances
to Potomac Park, is voiced by each of
the members of the fine arts commission,which as a body already has reportedofficially its disapproval of the
plant as planned by the Treasury Department.
This attitude was emphasized today

following the adoption of a provision
in the urgent deficiency bill by the
Senate Saturday that work shall not
proceed on the central power plant
until the fine arts commission has
passed on the plans and the President
has approved them
According to one of the members of

the commission the location of the proposedplant at the site designated is
viewed "with grave anxiety" by every
one who has the proper development of
the National Capital at heart.

Plant Would Be Unsightly.
"The plans for the powerhouse." said

he, "contemplate a structure 178 feet
8 inches long by 126 feet 6 inches wide,
having a height of from eighty to
ninety feet above the level of the river
and upon which are superposed four
large chimney stacks each about sixteenfeet in diameter and about 188
feet in height above the ground or
about l&n feet above the river.
"A structure of this size and characterobviously would be conspicuous

wherever located in the city, but a
more unfavorably conspicuous site
could hardly have been selected, becausethe proposed plant will be a disagreeableobject in the view from the
most prominent points in the National
Capital, particularly from the Capitol,
the White House and the Lincoln me.morial and East Potomac Park and
also Arlington.
"Its close proximity to the WashingtonMonument will affect seriously the

simple dignity of that structure, and
its great bulk and huge stacks will
cause a deplorable aspect in that sectionof the city.
"If such a plant should be proposed

for erection in or near Central Park,
in the city of New York; or in or near
the Boston Common, in Boston, or on
the river in or near Fairmount Park,
in Philadelphia; or in or near Forest
Park, in St. Louis, or on the lake front
or in Lincoln Park, in Chicago; or Lak3
Shore Park, in Cleveland, or in or
near the park system of San Francisco,there would be immediate objectionand derision from one end of
the country to the other.
"Some years ago the Pennsylvania

railroad recognized that the location of
ita depot and tracks across the Mall
was detrimental to the aspects of the
city of Washington, and. notwithstandingthat they gave them a much more
central location, they were willing to
remove them to their present site and
surrender a valuable franchise right
r>«cause they became convinced it was
against the dignified and harmonious
development of the Capital city. Argumentshave been made for the centralityof this large plant at this point, but
these ought not to have any weight
when its location contravenes the generaldevelopment of the city or is detrimentalto the dignity and beauty of
the city.

Opposed by Commission.
The commission strongly disapproved

of the plant as designed and viewed its
proposed location at the present designatedsite with grave anxiety.
"The four large stacks are, of course,

objectionable, but even if erected withoutstacks, using forced draft, it would
not dispose of the gases. Even the engineerswho designed the plant do not
pretend to say what gases might be
developed from such a plant.

'It will probably be detrimental to
the practical work of the bureau of engravingand printing and to many
valuable and delicate objects in the NationalMuseum and the Smithsonian institution.In the case of Drivate Dlants.
for instance, an absolute requirement
was made by Mr. Harriman on his
private estate in Arden. N. Y., that
there shall be no chimneys or stacks.
"There seem to^ be no practical engineeringreasons why this plant should

be located on the river front or on the
harbor. The Capitol power plant is not
located there. .The only purpose of beingclose to the river Is apparently so
that river water may be obtained for
condensing purposes in connection with
the turbines, and this could be obtainedelsewhere. It would probably be
found upon Inquiry that the Capitol
power plant is equipped to supply all
the current for the buildings to be suppliedby the new plant, and the heating
plant could be located elsewhere.

"It is admitted that the engine feature
is a very small portion of the plant and
yet there Is provision for an engine room
covering the width of the building or over
fifty-three feet in height from the floor
to the ceiling. Why could not the entire
engine plant be put over to the Capitol
plant

"Another objection is that if one of the
great floods should come all the tunnels
would be flooded and the heating plantrendered totally ineffective, since they
cannot run steam through flood water,
the tunnels would be flooded and the
beating section of the plant be put out of
business.

Only Opposition to Plant.
The only opposition to the constructionof the central heating and power I

)>last which has been voiced comes
from the Potomac Electric Pow^- Com-

*' »«« J is usual

When any government contract is
warded, from some few disgruntled

defea'ed bidder*. The opposition of the
Potomac Klectrlc Power Company was
hown both before and aince the contractwas awarded.'*

- This is the comment of Byron R.
Newton, assistant secretary of the
Treasury, in charge of public buildings
and grounds and the office of the supervisingarchitect of the Treasury.
Mr Newton points out that Congress
elected the site ami authorized the

preparation of plans, the invitation of
competitive bids and the award of con-
tract within a certain limitation of
costs. The Treasury Deaprtment. he
says, has proceeded within thfct authorityvested by Congress.
There is no act of Congress that requiresthe approval of the fine arta conv

mission. The requisition is that the com-,
mission be consulted. This has been done
and the plans submitted to the commission.It objected to certain features of
the project as unsightly.

Work Begun Under Contract.
Work has begun under the contract for

the construction work of the plant. The
language of the amendment, as incorporatedin the bill, requiring that work
shall not begin, would be Impossible to

comply with.
As the amendment does not require

that work begun shall stop, & proper
interpretation of what is the mandatoryprovision of the amendment ltaay
be difficult. Still- it was proposed when
the amendment was considered la th*

amendment should be considered and |
determined in conference.
The work, so far, has been entirely I

devoted to preparing the ground by 1

excavation, etc. No actual constructionwork has yet begun. The location,
at Water street and lf.th street, is out
n* the line of travel, although not remotefrom the Potomac Park, the bu
uu 01 engraving and printing and
other decorative features of Washingtonbeautiful. ]

NEW RULING CONSIDERED
TO PROTECT WORKMEN,

t

District Commissioners Conduct 1

o

Hearing on Proposed Amendments f

to Building Regulations.

Adoption of amendments to the build,
ing regulations designed to provide ad- T

ditional safeguards for men who work s

on scaffolding is under consideration u

by the District Commissioners, who

gave a second hearing on the subject s

today.
"

The proposals under consideration are 11
that all scaffolding swung from an b

overhead support more than ten feet

from the ground shall have a safety ^

rail; that when swinging scaffolds are r

used it shall be the duty of the em- !|
ployer to furnish a safety line for each

man and to tie all hooks and hangers

back on the roof.
H. D. Digney, representig local

union No. 368, Brotherhood of Painters,urged adoption of the proposed n

regulations, asserting that similar or- o

dinances are in effect in other cities. g

It also was stated that the proposition
has the indorsement of the Washington s

Building Trades Council and the Cen- lj

tral Labor Union. C

t
8

Contractor and Painter Speak.
Among those who spoke at the hear- a

ing were James L. Parsons, a contractor,and W. F. Andrews, president of .

the Master Painters' Association. The I
latter was, of the opinion that a rail J
would be of no advantage, but thought

protection would be offered by individualsafety lines.
Mr. Parsons saw no objection to adoptionof the regulations, but expressed

the opinion that the largest percentage
of accidents is due not to defective
scaffolding, but to the fact that the
men become dizzy. %

*

In announcing that they would take
the various suggestions offered under
advisement. the Commissioners requestedMr. Digney to furnish them
with a statement showing, the number
of accidents on scaffolding in the last
five years, the causes and the kind of
scaffolds on which they occurred.

JUDGE A. B. WELLS DEAD. «

n

Was in Land Office More Than c

Twenty Years. F

Judge Absalom B. Wells, sixty-eight
years old. an employe of the govern- j
ment land office for more than twenty n

years, died Saturday at his home, 3422 s

13th street northwest, following an ill- n

ness of two weeks. Funeral services n

are to be held at the home tonight, a

following which the body will be taken v

to Ravenswood, W. Va.. for interment, a

Judge Wells came to Washington s

from Spencer, W. Va., having been ap- rr

pointed to his position in the land of- 1;
flee during the Cleveland administra- tl
tion. His ®rife, Mrs. Leona J. Wells, a a

son and daughter, are lving. He was a

member of the Masonic fraternity and
of Delta Tau Delta Greek letter fraternity.

9 t

SEA DISASTERS REPORTED. *
V

Wireless Messages Tell of Sinking of 8

Two Steamers. '

NEW YORK. January 31.-Th» White J
Star freight steamship Bovic reported r

on her arrival here today from Manchesterthat she had picked up wire- *

less messages that two steamships n
have been lost recently at sea, heretoforeunreported.
One was the Apalachee, a British

tanker in the government service; the
other an unknown steamer, whose
crew was rescued by the steamer Fin- ^
land.

VILLA REPORTED TRAPPED. s

Again Said to Have Been Surrounded tp
by Hostile Forces. h

a

CHIHUAHUA CITY, .Mexico, January

31..FranciscoVilla, according: to re- c

ports received here today, had been c

driven out of the Picachos hills and r

Santa Clara canyon, and is now surroundedby Carranza forces near El e

Valle. M

Opposes Continental Army.
ALBANY, N. Y., January 31. . The

National Guard Aaaociation of New
York has placed itaelf on record as

favoring: the federalizing of the militiaorganizations of the several states,
and In opposition to the formation of a 1

continental army for servce in time of
war. r

a

Board of Governor* to Meet. »

The board of governors of the Retail «

Merchants* Association is to meet at 2

o'clock tomorrow afternoon in the a

rooms of thu? association in The Star (

building for the annual election of officers.The board consists of the chair- «

" »'. w < tra Hp 8Pr-
men ui int m«« i/ » "«v*- r

tions of the associations.
1

Debating Society to Elect. j
Officers of the Columbian Debating 7

Society of George Washington Universityare to be elected at the New Ma- r

eonic Temple February 4. 1

French Bonne I* Steady.
PARIS. January 31*.Prices were

steady on the bourse today. Rentes, t
61 franoe: exchange on London, 28 1
francs 2 centimes. 1
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MINE WORKERS REFUSE
10 BAR STATE GUARD

[Jse of Uilitia in Breaking Strikes,
However. Is Severely

Denounced.

INDIANAPOLIS. Ind., January 31..
tfter a long and earnest discussion,
he United Mine Workers of America,
n convention here today, defeated a

esolution to amend the constitution
T the organization so as to exclude
rom its membership national guardsnenand the state constabulary.

Use in Strikes Denounced. #
Every member of the union, from
hvesdent John P. White down, who
poke on the question denounced the
se of the National Guard in strikes,
ut the majority contended that depitetheir feeling of enmity toward the
tilitia it would be a violation of state
nd federal laws and also against pubicpolicy to exclude them from mem-
ership.
The argument was made that there
s no opposition to the military for leitimatepurposes, but there was seiousobjection to the National Guard
eing used for the purposes of breakngstrikes.

Would Change State Laws.
Pointer State Senator William Green
f Ohio, secretary of the mine workers'
ational organization, said that instead
f excluding the militia from memberhipin the union, the organization
hould go into all states and have
aws passed prohibiting the National
luard -from interfering in strikes as
trlkehreakers.
Those who favored the exclusion of
he guard gave instances of alleged
buses committed by militiamen.

IMS FAVOR LOWER
SPEED FOR BIG TRUCKS

]

'ugh and Mullowny Advocate He- 1

ducing Limit for Heavy
Motor Vehicles.

The plan of Maj. Raymond W. Pullman,
uperintendent of police, to have the
peed limit for heavy motor trucks
nade lower than that of passengerarryir.gmotor vehicles, is indorsed by
udges James L. Pugh and Alexander
I. Mullowny of the Police Court.
"I agr#>e with Maj. Pullman," said
udge Pugh. "These heavy motor veiclesare hard to handle and hard to
top. There is no reason why heavy
lotor vehicles should go fast. The
ighter vehicles can easily be handled
nd stopped, while the heavier vehicles,
'h ich in themselves weigh considerbleeven when unloaded, cannot be
topped instantly. The drivers of big
lotor trucks do not strictly observe the
iw. They s^em to think they have
lie right of way over lighter vehicles
nd will not give way for any of them."

Favors Lower Speed Limit.
The court said that when large motor
rucks are operated at the speed limit
hey are more dangerous than lighter
ehicles. and added that he favored a

lower speed limit for such vehicles.
Judge MuHowny also said he was in
avor of a slower speed limit for the
leavier vehicles, as they are hard to
landle. especially when operated at or
iear the speed limit.
It is expected Maj. Pullman will make
recommendation to the Commissionrsthat the speed limit of the heavy

notor trucks be reduced.

SEEKS LEGAL SEFAKAT10K.

Vife Alleges Husband Threatened
to Throw Her From Window.

Alleging that her husband, John A.
mith, an employe of a brewing comany,threatened to "throw her out of
lie window and break every bone in
er body," Mrs. Helen J. Smith today
pplied to the District Supreme Court
or a legal separation. Other acts of ,
ruelty are alleged. Justice Anderson
ited the hunbind to show cause Feb- i

uary 4 why he should not pay alimony
5 his wife and why he should not be
njoined from molesting her.
Through Attorney C. O. Shaw, the
.ife says she was married April 17,
909, and has three children.

Building Permits.
Building permits were Issued today
o the following:
Robert A. Hale, to build garage In
ear or 433 itanaoipn street northwest;
rchltect, A. S. Baird; builder, A. C.
loses Construction Company; estimate
d cost, $500.
Arthur Brown, to build garage in
ear of 1344 Girard street northwest;
rchltect and builder. Palmer Concrete
Company; estimated cost, $380.
H. R. Howenstein, to build three
Iwellings at 743-45-47 12th street
outheast; architect and contractor, H.
t. Howenstein; estimated cost, $7,500.
E. H. Gottwals, to build five dwellings
rom 3402 to 3410 Warder street northvest;architect, J. W. Powell; builder,
5. H. Gottwals; estimated cost, $13,50.
John G. Meinberg, to repair apartnentat 718 11th street southeast; estlnatedcost, $2,000. <

Leon H. Vincent to Lecture.
Leon H. Vincent Is announced to leo-
,ure on Caxlyle Thursday morning at
1 o'clock, at Friends School, 1811 l
itreet.
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LINER PHILADELPHIA
RUNS INTO SCHOONER

Nobody Is Hurt. But Steamer Is
Damaged and Returns to LiverpoolTinder Own Steam.

LONDON. January 31..The American
line steamer Philadelphia was in collisionwith the British sailing: ship
Ben Lee off the Welsh coast Saturday
night.
Nobody on board the Philadelphia was

injured. The Philadelphia sustained
considerable damage to her upper
structure, a portion of the bridge, severalboAta and the maintopmast being
carried away. She returned to Liverpoolunder her own steam.

Part of Bridge Carried Away.
The American line issued the followWoo
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Mahogany-finish Dining Chairs,
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{
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ing official statement concerning the '

collision last night:
"On Saturday, the Philadelphia, proceedingon her voyage to New York,

while steaming down St. Georges channel,came into collision at Carmarthen
bay (off the coast of Wales) with a
sailing ship, resulting in considerable
damage to the Philadelphia's upper
structure, a portion of the bridge, severalboats and the maintopmast being
carried away.
"The Philadelphia remained in the

vicinity of the collision for some time
and dispatched a boat to the assistance
of the sailing vessel. Afterward, owingto her damaged condition, the captaindecided to put back to Liverpool.

Passengers Will Be Transferred.
"No injury was sustained by any one

on board the Philadelphia and her pas.oraoil li-ol 1 will hp civen

the option of being: transferred to Adriatic.sailing: Wednesday, or proceed-'
ing; by the Philadelphia as soon as the
necessary repairs are effected."
The crew of the Ben Lee was rescued

by the Cork steamship Bandon and
landed at Holyhead. One seaman on
the Ben Lee was badly injured.

Missing Seamen Are Safe.
LIVERPOOL, January 31, 1:15 p.m..
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TEEET ACCIDENTS BEPOBTED. «

ii
Vo Men Injured in Collinon of z

Vehicle*.Boy Hurt.
An automobile, owned and operated by
eorge Wells, 1223 M atreet northweat,
nd a dairy wagon in charge of Frank
'landers, 209 6th street southwest, coldedat Canal and C streets southwest
bout 1:30 O'clock this morning. Both
ehlcles were damaged, and the horse
rawing the dairy wagon was badly hurt.
Veils sustained a fracture of his upper
ELWbone. He was taken to Emergency
Icapital.
Dr. Harry A. Selhausen. 640 G street
orthwest. and John D. Gorman. 630 D
treet northeast, yesterday morning were
fi an automobile collision at Massachu-

The seven missing seamen from the g
American line steamship Philadelphia
were landed today by a trawler at J
Milford Haven, Wales. After the
Philadelphia's collision Saturday with
the British sailing ship Ben Lee. off the
coast of Wales, the ssamen put off in g
a life boat to rescue the Ben Lee's crew,
they became lost in the darkness and
were adrift all night, being finally *
picked up by a passing steamship.

*
v

Recover Body From River. ^
Members of the crew of the police j,

boat yesterday morning recovered the Y
body of Thomas Watklns, colored, from
the river near the Lincoln memorial. J
Watkins, who resided at 747 Navy i,
place southeast, had been missing since »
Friday. His body was taken to the f
morgue. The coroner gave a certificate *
of accidental death.

o

"Thomas Faine, Author and Poet." %
"Thomas Paine, Author and Poet/'

formed the subject of an address by Dr.
J. J. Shirley before a meeting of the
Washington Secular League at the PythianTemple yesterday afternoon.
Tribute to Paine and his work in the
interests of human freedom was paid P
by many in the audience. T

York.WASHINGTON.P
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Chronic Sciatica
R DUm.i;. m1M .« .*««

E diaappear under the *oodling and H2 warming influence of Sloaa'a I
I Liniment. Apply it lightly.no IV need to rub it in.it penetrate* H

and bring* relief at once. H

Sloan's gf Liniment I
m KILLS PAIN

"Keep a bottle in your home," I

JJ Pric* ZSc It*. SUN*

MKBHWrniMI

b10p .

Furniture in Odd
Vlso Offered .

ictions.
k. and many pieces just like it
to 33/i/c 'n ex(-css of the ones

I fine furniture.in fact, we would
confirmed our judgment of it by

inued and new ones will take
to 33J<3% less than former prices.

*

Green Reed Suite.
Suite of 6 pieces, fine quality

autifully finished; priced as fol

$20 Armchair.. ...Ill
docker.$6 Side Chair $6
air $7 Desk $22
i /-> n i e.s*_ ]
iiver-uray rveea june.

:e pieces, fitted with cretonnt
i back cushions

ce $1040
lehair $11.00
1 Rocker..... $11.00
ue Ivory-Finish Reed Suit*
:n pieces: _ ;

ee $27JO
de Chairs.. $10 etch
rmchairs... $17.50 each I
able $1240
amp... . $1040 I
dd Old Ivory Settee...$1840
id Old Ivory Side Chair $040

9us Finishes.
lions; $16.5a I

17J0.
and back; $10.00. I

amps.
; some Desk and some Table
itable for dining room, library,
e discontinuing.
.00 Each.
ular Price*.

n Green Finish.

Stand .......llZJt
Stand $13M

32Mt
e pieces are lined with figured
cloth.

en Finish.
air IMS
.art « m »« « I1SM
Stand....... |SJS

ry Sale of

Beds
nw Rpcnilar PrirM.
Brass Beds there can be I

)i6 designs in satin, bright I
hey range from the plain, I
ichly ornamented. Single, I

to $40.00 Each. I
isked to our exceptionally I
te Enameled Beds, from
to $30.00; Folding Metal
itIt Mattresses, $4.00 to
00 to $50.00, and Pillowi,

"i

a


